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The Village Panchayat Journal.-

VOL. 1V] JULY, 1941. [No. 4.

]

The Editorial Committee do not hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on ome side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Committee before the 15th of
the previous month.

e o Trre

Panchayats in Kashmere.

An extract from * Modern Jammu and Kashmere State’’ publish-
ed by the Government of that state Re Panchayats in Kashmere, is
published elsewhere. Our readers will observe that there the pan-
chayats function under the Rural Development Department which
is in charge of the whole uplift work in the villages. When the
villager knows that his panchayat is intimately connected with his
whole life and can discharge functions that help its all round im-
provement or get such improvement a¢hieved through co-ordination
with the other departments of Government, he is bound to get fully
enthused. That is the secret of the success that is claimed on behalf
of these panchayats. There is yet another feature that may be
noticed. The Village Panchayats get people over there to contri-
bute free labour for construction of village roads and the like.
Though in Kashmere cash contributions are also made, it is evident
manual labour forms an important factor.

Manual labour is what the poorer villager, who formsthe vast
majority, can easily render. To get his labour to earn cash is not
easy in these days of all round unemployment. What little he can
earn as cash is not sufficient to give him the conveniences and com-
forts which he cannot get without paying in cash. Therefore, if

. arrangements can be made by which his spare capacity for labour is
utilised and cash payment is avoided, he would certainly feel thank-
ful and make his contribution to the common weal more gladly.

In the publication before us, there is no means of finding out
gpecifically what numbers of panchayats are carrying on each of

“the different activities mentioned. But from the narration of the
work done by the Department whose limb is the Panchayat, even in
such activities as economic surveys, Adult Education, and Village
Industries the panchayats seem to be associated, in addition to their
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Local Government activities and the distribution of better seed and
poultry to the Zamindar i.c., the ryot of the area.

In our Province panchayat legislation is on the anvil. A sympe-
thatic well-wisher of panchayats, a reputed Ex-Registrar General of
panchayats, in the person of T. G. Rutherford Esq., is in charge of
this legislation. Agitation has long been afoot that panchayats
should be in full and free charge of all village life. It is also
strongly rumored-that the panchayats will be freed from the tram-
mels of the Local Boards Act and the features of free action present
in the panchayats Act XV of 1920 will be restored. It is to be hoped
that the good elements noted above in regard to the work of pan-
chayats in Kashmere will also be borne in mind more especially
because Kashmere has now as Diwan an old Madras Registrar
General of Panchayats, Dewan Bahadur N. Gopalaswami Ayyengar,

who, with Mr. T.G. Rutherford, distinguished himself in the office as
a successful Panchayatman.

Fishery Rentals belorig to the Local Boards.

We are glad that the Govenment have given sympathetic
consideration to the views we expressed on the question of Fishery
Rentals, They have issued G. O. No, 1728, dated 25th June 1941
ordering that Presidents of Local Boards concerned should be con-
sulted in regard to the dates of sales, sent intimation of dates fixed,
and that Tahsildars should send to the panchayats at the end of
every Fasli, extracts of village accounts showing Fishery Rentals as
a separate item. By G. O. No. 4142 of 3rd December 1940, rentals
from fisheries of four catagories where these are realised by the
Revenue Department are credited to Provincial Revenues in the
first instance and subsequently assigned to Local Boards.

Thus while panchayats are free to auction and realise rentals in
regard to fish in their own tanksand water sources, they are entitled
to be assigned the rentals realised by the Revenue Department, -
including rentals from fisheries in irrigation tanks under the

control of the Public Works Department and constructed prior to the
20th February 1914.

It is true that, even under these arrangements, the panchayats
are not invested with powers they deserve to possess. But there is
no doubt that if the arrangements are worked in the right spirit,
the panchayats will erelong be able to prove to the Government
that this cumbersome procedure is not necessary and that, to put the

panchayats in full charge of the Fishery Rentals, would be the most
convenient method for all concerned.
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